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(57) Abrégé/Abstract:

The invention is a covering spacer interposed between two facing ends of two pipes connected to each other through a joining
element, of the type comprising: a first annular element with its external surface with constant diameter; a second annular element
with its internal surface with constant diameter. The external surface of the second annular element and the internal surface of the

first annular element are configured so as to allow them to be coupled with each other through interference. The spacer
furthermore comprises yielding connection points suited to maintain the first and the second annular element joined together at the
level of their two first ends. Said yielding connection points are configured in such a way that they break when the first annular

element and the second annular element are thrust against each other through the application of a predefined minimum pressure.
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ABSTRACT

The invention is a covering spacer interposed between two facing ends of two pipes

connected to each other through a joining element, of the type comprising: a first annular

element with its external surface with constant diameter; a second annular element with

its internal surface with constant diameter. The external surface of the second annular

element and the internal surface of the first annular element are configured so as to allow

them to be coupled with each other through interference. The spacer furthermore

comprises yielding connection points suited to maintain the first and the second annular

element joined together at the level of their two first ends. Said yielding connection points

are configured in such a way that they break when the first annular element and the

second annular element are thrust against each other through the application of a

predefined minimum pressure.
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COVERING SPACER FOR PROTECTING THE INTERNAL SURFACE OF A PIPE

JOINING ELEMENT

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention concerns a covering spacer suited to protect the internal surface of a joining

element, preferably a sleeve, used to connect the facing ends of two pipes.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

It is known that the systems used to extract or process fluid raw materials, such as oil or

gas, and the networks used for the distribution of fluid substances, such as water or gas,

comprise special piping systems that are more or less complex and extended. These

piping systems obviously make it possible to connect the various pieces of equipment of

said systems or to connect the same systems to the final users.

For obvious reasons, said piping systems cannot be made in a single piece but comprise

several pipes connected to each other in pairs at the level of their facing ends, in such a

way as to cover the section having a predefined length.

In particular, the coupling of said pipes is carried out with special joining elements, among

which the so-called "sleeves" are known. Said sleeves comprise a tubular portion whose

inner diameter substantially coincides with the outer diameter of the ends of the pipes to

be connected.

Usually, both the internal surface of the sleeve and the external surfaces of the pipes, at

the level of their ends to be connected, are provided with suitable threads and counter

threads, so as to allow said ends to be screwed on the opposite sides of the sleeve.

However, this type of  joint disadvantageously poses some recognized drawbacks that are

described here below.

A first drawback is caused by the fact that said pipes, in most cases, are not coupled with

the sleeve with their facing ends completely in contact with each other. On the contrary,

said pipes are generally spaced from each other.








































